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sition was interesting only because, in the first place, it
showed the man's political folly, and, in the second place,
it gave me a glimpse of a most unpleasant side of his char-
acter as Major-General commanding the army. He based
his main hope of being able to upset President McKinley
and deprive him of a renomination or reelection upon
what he regarded as the probable failure of our arms in
the Philippines. He repeated again and again, obviously
with the utmost satisfaction, that disaster would certainly
befall our troops and that possibly they might be driven
out of the islands, and that this would discredit the admin-
istration of President McKinley and further the ambition
of any one who was against him.

After listening to him for some time, I remarked that of
course every one was bound to work for the success of our
arms in the Philippines and to hope for it. This called
forth the most perfunctory acquiescence on his part; and
after a minute's pause he harped back to what he had been
saying already and repeated two or three times, that dis-
asters were certain to come; that there would be disgrace
to the nation and that then President McKinley would suf-
fer ; and that the disgrace which befell our army would vin-
dicate himself (Miles) and help the opponents of the Ad-
ministration.

His attitude was so foolish, and from a political stand-
point he was so vague in his notions as to what should be
done to achieve his ambition, and so ignorant of the fact
that if the country did become hostile to McKinley the ad-
vantage was bound to accrue to somebody other than him-
self, that I should not have thought of the matter again had
it not been for the very unpleasant impression which his
conduct necessarily made upon me in view of his being
the commanding general of the army. I told Senator Lodge
of the matter at the time. The following July you came
into your present office; and I was impressed more and
more, as I thought over the matter, by the danger which
might result from the fact that the general commanding the
army, who was advising you in the most confidential man-